Introduction

43
Porcine respiratory disease complex (PRDC) is a major concern in the pig production throughout the 44 world and is due to a combination of multiple bacterial and viral agents. Two pathogenic bacteria,
45
Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae (the primary agent of swine enzootic pneumonia) (Ross, 1999; Thacker, 
66
Previously, we described an experimental infection of 10-week-old SPF piglets, with a pathogenic A. 
72
The objectives of the present study were: (i) (Cariolet et al., 1994) . All animals were confirmed to be serologically negative to
106
A. pleuropneumoniae and M. hyponeumoniae.
107
Groups of seven pigs were randomly allocated to nine separate rooms (Table 1) those observed in groups 3 and 7, but significantly different from those observed in group 8 (P 0.05).
216
The ADG was affected, in comparison with the negative control group and with group 7 (P 0.05), but 217 no differences were noted with pigs of groups 3 and 8. 
226
A. pleuropneumoniae (groups 7 and 9), all other pigs developed typical mycoplasmal lesions.
227
Microscopic examination did not reveal any differences between the lungs of pigs infected with M.
228
hyopneumoniae alone (groups 4 and 6) or with both bacterial species (groups 7, 8 and 9). 
234
In the chronic phase, marked fibrosis around areas of necrosis and fibrinous pleuritis were observed.
235
In 
327
The breeding herd, from which A. pleuropneumoniae strain 21 was isolated, was not infected with M. 
475
hyopneumoniae. Figure 2B: 
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